Three new flavonoids, namely 6-methoxyluteolin-4'-O-lactate, apigenin-4'-O-α-L-rhamnopyranoside and tamarixetin-3-{O-[β-D-glucopyranosyl-(1→2)]-α-L-rhamnopyranoside}-7-O-β-D-glucopyranoside, together with six known flavones have been isolated from the aerial parts of Ambrosia maritima L. The structures of the isolated compounds have been established by conventional methods of chemical and physical analyses and were confirmed by 1 H and 13 C NMR spectroscopy.
Medicinal plants have assumed commercial significance for millennia, but it is only during the last few decades that this significance has increased remarkably. Ambrosia species are known to provide extracts that have been used in traditional medicine for immunotherapy [1] , as antidiabetic [2, 3] and anticancer agents [4] . A. maritima L. has been used in folkloric medicine as an antidiabetic agent [5] , as well as for the treatment of bilharzia, rheumatic pain and kidney stones [2, 3] . Previous phytochemical investigations of Ambrosia species resulted in the isolation of isoquercitrin, isorhamnetin and patuletin from A. artemisifolia [6, 7] , hispidulin from A. hispida [8] , and mono-, di-, tri-and tetra-methylated flavones from other species of Ambrosia [9] [10] [11] [12] . Due to the scarcity of literature information about the chemical constituents of A. maritima, we investigated its aerial parts and isolated three new flavonoids (1-3) together with six known methylated flavones (7,4'-dimethoxyluteolin, 6-methoxyluteolin, 7-methoxyluteolin, hispidulin, rhamnetin-3-O-β-Dglucopyranoside and tamarixetin 7-O-β-Dglucopyranoside) were isolated.
Compound 1, on acid hydrolysis afforded 6-methoxyluteolin [13] as the aglycone and lactic acid (Co-PC) as an acid residue. UV spectral data of 1, with and without addition of the usual shift reagents [ substituent at the 4'-position. The structure was identified as 6-methoxyluteolin-4'-lactate from 1 H NMR spectral data, which showed a singlet for H-8 at δ 6.70, a methoxyl group at δ 3.89, and two multiplets at δ 4.18 (H-2'') and δ 1.23 (H-3''), corresponding to a lactoyl moiety. The appearance of H-5' at δ 6.90 (d, J = 8.5 Hz) reflected the substitution of a lactic acid moiety at the 4'-position. The 13 C NMR spectroscopic data of 1 was fully consistent with its identification as 6-methoxyluteolin-4'-O-lactate as C-4' was observed at a downfield position with respect to 6-methoxyluteolin [15] .
Compound 2 exhibited UV absorptions characteristic of 4'-substituted apigenin-type flavonoids [14, 16] . 
